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Amendment of the Commisison’s Rules ) WT Docket No. 97-81 L, iy
Regarding Multiple Address Systems )
REPLY COMMENTS OF

ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.

Pursuant to Sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.FR. § § 1.415 and
1.419, Arch Communications Group, Inc. (“Arch™),’ by its attorneys, hereby submits these Reply
Comments in response to the Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rule Making in the above-
captioned docket.?

Arch is the third largest provider of paging services in the United States, and utilizes
numerous frequencies in the 928/959 MHz band to control its paging base station transmitters.’
As an incumbent licensee, Arch supports the Commission’s conclusion that incumbent operations

in the 928/959 MHz band should be protected and that incumbents should be allowed to modify

! Arch is a nationwide paging carrier and a leading provider of paging services with over 3
million pagers currently in service. Arch operates in more than 40 states, and in 80 of the
100 largest markets in the United States.

2 In the Matter of Amendment of the Commission s Rules Regarding Multiple Address
Systems, WT Docket No. 97-81, Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 62 Fed. Reg. 11407

(March 12, 1997).

3 Arch operates on 928.8625 MHz, 928.9625 MHz, 928.9125 MHz, 928.9875 MHz,
928.8875 MHz, 928.9375 MHz, 933.78 MHz, 933.18 MHz and 942.78 MHz. As Arch
noted in its Comments filed May 1, 1997, Arch has also filed a substantial number of
applications for 932/941 MHz multiple access control channels for use as intermediary
links in its paging networks. These applications remain pending.
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their existing systems and add new transmitters. Arch also supports the Commission’s proposal
to extend operational flexibility to incumbents by allowing them to continue using the 928/959
MHz frequencies for control purposes on a primary basis or to provide mobile services on a co-
primary basis. In this regard, Arch supports, in part, the comments filed by Affiliated American
Railroads, Bristol Babcock, Inc., East Bay Municipal Utility District, GTECH Corporation and
ProNet, Inc. wherein these parties concurred with the Commission’s proposals to fully

grandfather incumbent operations and allow them to continue operating under their current

authorizations.*
Respectfully submitted,
Arch Communications Group, Inc.
Washmgton, D.C. 20006
(202) 783-4141
Its Attorneys
May 16, 1997

4 Comments of Affiliated American Railroads at 5-7, Bristol Babcock, Inc. at 3, East Bay
Municipal Utility District at 6-7, GTECH Corporation at 6-7 and ProNet, Inc. at 8-9.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

L, Joy Griffiths, do hereby certify that I have, on this 16th day of May, 1997, caused to be
served by first class U.S. mail, postage prepaid, a copy of the foregoing Reply Comments to the

following:

Thomas J. Keller, Esq.
Leo R. Fitzsimon, Esq.
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson
and Hand, Chartered
901 15th Street, N.-W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005-2301
For Affiliated American Railroads

Carl W. Northrop, Esq.
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Tenth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004
For AirTouch Paging and Arch
Communications Group

Herbert N. Didier, Marketing Director
Alligator Communications, Inc.

250 North Wolfe Road

Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Wayne V. Black, Esq.
Nicole B. Donath, Esq.
Keller and Heckman LLP
1001 G Street, N.-W., Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001
For American Petroleum Institute

Richard K. Lackmann
AWWA Telecommunications TAW
Manager
EMA Services, Inc.
1760 East River Road, Suite 301
Tucson, AZ 85718-5877
For American Water Works Association

Robert M. Gurss, Esq.

Rudolph J. Geist, Esq.

Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane,
Chartered

1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. 20006
For Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials-
International, Inc.

George A. Dieter

Director - Planning & Development
Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
7152 Windsor Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244

Sydney T. Black

Black & Associates

2052 Bridgegate Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361

John P. Daly

Manager, Radio Communications Group
Bristol Babcock Inc.

807-L South Orlando Avenue

Winter Park, FL. 32789

A. Thomas Carroccio, Esq.

Donald E. Santarelli, Esq.

Charles A. Zielinski, Esq.

Bell, Boyd & Lloyd

1615 L Street, N.-W., Suite 1200

Washington, D.C. 20036
For Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company/Norfolk Southern
Corporation



William G. Carter

Manager, Telecommunications
Colorado Interstate Gas Company
P. O. Box 1087

Colorado Springs, CO 80944

Christopher R. Hardy

Vice President

Comsearch

2002 Edmund Halley Drive
Reston, VA 20191

Carole C. Harris, Esq.
Kirk S. Burgee, Esq.
McDermott, Will & Emery
1850 K Street, N.-W., Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20006
For Cooperative Power Association

Robert G. Allen, Esq.
Allen & Harold, PL.C.
10610-A Crestwood Drive
P. 0. Box 2126
Manassas, VA 20108
For Data Address Systems Partnership

Shirley S. Fujimoto, Esq.
Kirk S. Burgee, Esq.
McDermott, Will & Emery
1850 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20006
For Delmarva Power and Light Company

Curtis T. White, Esq.
Law Offices of Curtis T. White
4201 Connecticut Avenue, N.-W.
Suite 402
Washington, D.C. 20008-1158
For East Bay Municipal Utility District

Wayne V. Black, Esq.
Nicole B. Donath, Esq.
Keller and Heckman, LLP
1001 G Street, N.-W., Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001
For GPM Gas Corporation

Douglas L. Povich, Esq.
Kelly & Povich, P.C.
1101 30th Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007
For GTECH Corporation

Joseph A. Godles, Esq.
W. Kenneth Ferree, Esq.
Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
For Itron, Inc.

J. Jeffrey Craven, Esq.

Julie A. Barrie, Esq.

Patton Boggs, L.L.P.

2550 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037-1350
For JMP Telecom Systems, Inc.

George Arena, President
Microwave Data Systems
175 Science Parkway
Rochester, NY 14620

Jerome K. Blask, Esq.
Gurman, Blask & Freedman, Chartered
1400 16th Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

For ProNet Inc.

Phil Shew

Communications Engineer

Public Service Company of New Mexico
Alvarado Square - MS0600
Albuquerque, NM 87158



Ranjan Bhagat

Manager, Energy Control Systems
and Telecommunication Services

Puget Sound Energy, Inc.

13635 N.E. 80th Street

Redmond, WA 98052

Edwin N. Lavergne, Esq.
J. Thomas Nolan, Esq.
Ginsburg, Feldman & Bress, Chartered
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

For Radscan, Inc.

Richard L. Vega, Jr.

President

The Richard L. Vega Group

1245 West Fairbanks Avenue, Suite 380
Winter Park, FLL 32789-4878

Caressa D. Bennet, Esq.
Dorothy E. Cukier, Esq.
Bennet & Bennet, PLLC
1019 19th Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036
For Rural Telecommunications Group

William D. Wallace, Esq.
Crowell & Moring LLP
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.'W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

For Sensus Technologies, Inc.
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Jeffrey L. Sheldon

Sean A. Stokes

UTC

1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.-W., Suite 1140
Washington, D.C. 20036

Kenneth Palumbo

Communications Maintenance Supervisor

Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission

14501 Sweitzer Lane

Laurel, MD 20707-5902

cc: Nathan Greenbaum, General Counsel

(same address)

Shirley S. Fujimoto, Esq.
Kirk S. Burgee, Esq.
McDermott, Will & Emery
1850 K Street, N.-W., Suite S00 West
Washington, D.C. 20006
For Wells Rural Electric Company

Eliot J. Greenwald, Esq.

Fisher, Wayland, Cooper, Leader &
Zaragoza, LL.P.

2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-1851
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